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in this book anthony giddens addresses a range of issues concerning current
developments in social theory relating them to the prospects for sociology in the
closing decades of the twentieth century

this updated edition provides an ideal teaching text for first year university and
college courses

whilst  particularly  useful  as  a  companion  to  the  sixth  edition  of  giddens  s
sociology  the  reader  is  designed  for  use  independently  or  alongside  other
textbooks
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anthony giddens is one of the world s most prominent and prolific sociologists
and yet he is also a difficult study for the beginning student of sociology this is
the first  introduction to the work of  giddens including the major  part  of  his
sociological  and  social  theoretical  project  the  author  traces  giddens
development from the late sixties to the nineties in a straightforward readable
style covering all parts of giddens s sociology in a well arranged summary also
featured  is  a  lengthy  interview  with  giddens  by  the  author  and  the  most
comprehensive giddens bibliography to date

an introduction to the work of anthony giddens and a critical discussion of his
ideas it  sets out the background to and sources for giddens development of
structuration theory and describes the main features of his theory

anthony  giddens  has  been  described  as  the  most  important  englishsocial
philosopher  of  our  time over  twenty  five  years  and evenmore  books  he  has
established himself as the most widely read andwidely cited social theorist of his
generation  his  ideas  haveprofoundly  influenced  the  writing  and  teaching  of
sociology andsocial theory throughout the english speaking world in recentyears
his writing has become much more explicitly political andin 1996 he took up his
high  profile  appointment  as  director  of  thelondon school  of  economics  and
political science it is in this newposition and with these new political ideas that he
has beendescribed as the key intellectual figure of new labour in britain following
the astonishing success of labour in the 1997 generalelection his ideas have been
the focus of intense interest in this series of extended interviews with chris pierson
giddenslays out with customary clarity and directness the principal themesin the
development of his social theory and the distinctivepolitical agenda which he
recommends  this  volume  will  be  of  great  interest  to  second  and  third
yearstudents in sociology and social theory politics and politicaltheory as well as
to the general reader

anthony giddens is one of the most famous and influential sociologists of recent
decades largely credited with the concept of the third way he continues to be a
key advisor to tony blair and is generally presented as an exponent of liberalism
and socialism this book provides a controversial introduction to giddens work
covering the wide range of his writing from theory to self reflexivity modernity and
politics placing them all within the illuminating framework of a historical context
giddens writing has always embodied a political and ethical position one that has
changed considerably over the years and is best understood through the social
context in which it was written his work in the 1970s attempted to marry liberalism
and socialism but following the collapse of communism in the 1990 east european
revolutions his world view became liberal rather than socialist and his later work
on reflexivity and the third way embodies this loyal explores how this world view
accounts for many tensions and failures in giddens theory and that overall his
work is fundamentally flawed
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in  this  major  theoretical  statement  the  author  offers  a  new and provocative
interpretation of the institutional transformations associated with modernity we
do not  as  yet  he  argues  live  in  a  post  modern  world  rather  the  distinctive
characteristics  of  our  major  social  institutions  in  the  closing  period  of  the
twentieth century express the emergence of a period of high modernity in which
prior  trends  are  radicalised  rather  than  undermined  a  post  modern  social
universe may eventually come into being but this as yet lies on the other side of
the forms of  social  and cultural  organization which currently dominate world
history  in  developing  an  account  of  the  nature  of  modernity  giddens
concentrates  upon  analyzing  the  intersections  between  trust  and  risk  and
security and danger in the modern world both the trust mechanisms associated
with  modernity  and  the  distinctive  risk  profile  it  produces  he  argues  are
distinctively different from those characteristic of pre modern social orders this
book  build  upon  the  author  s  previous  theoretical  writings  and  will  be  of
fundamental interest to anyone concerned with gidden s overall project however
the work covers issues which the author has not previously analyzed and extends
the scope of his work into areas of pressing practical concern this book will be
essential reading for second year undergraduates and above in sociology politics
philosophy and cultural studies

anthony giddens is widely recognized as one of the most important sociologists of
the post war period this is the first full length work to examine giddens social
theory  it  guides  the  reader  through giddens  early  attempt  to  overcome the
duality of structure and agency he saw this duality as a major failing of social
theories of modernity his attempt to resolve the problem can be regarded as the
key to the development of his brandmark s tructuration theory the book is the
most complete and thorough assessment of giddens work currently available it
incorporates insights from many diffe

anthony giddens has been in the forefront of developments in social theory for
the past decade in the constitution of society he outlines the distinctive position
he has evolved during that period and offers a full statement of a major new
perspective in social thought a synthesis and elaboration of ideas touched on in
previous  works  but  described  here  for  the  first  time  in  an  integrated  and
comprehensive  form  a  particular  feature  is  giddens  s  concern  to  connect
abstract  problems  of  theory  to  an  interpretation  of  the  nature  of  empirical
method in the social  sciences in presenting his own ideas giddens mounts a
critical attack on some of the more orthodox sociological views the constitution of
society is an invaluable reference book for all those concerned with the basic
issues in contemporary social theory

an introduction to the work of anthony giddens and a critical discussion of his
ideas it  sets out the background to and sources for giddens development of
structuration theory and describes the main features of his theory
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since  becoming director  of  the  london school  of  economics  in  1997  anthony
giddens has played a leading public role particularly as prime minister tony blair
s sociology guru this text explains who giddens is and discusses his work

social life is in a constant process of change and sociology cannot afford to
stand still sociology today is theoretically diverse covers a huge range of subjects
and draws on a broad array of research methods central to this endeavour is the
use  of  core  concepts  and  ideas  which  allow  sociologists  to  make  sense  of
societies though our understanding of these concepts is constantly evolving and
changing  this  clear  and  jargon  free  book  introduces  a  careful  selection  of
essential concepts that have helped to shape sociology and others that continue
to do so going beyond brief dictionary style definitions anthony giddens and
philip w sutton provide an extended discussion of each concept which sets it into
historical and theoretical context explores its main meanings in use introduces
some  relevant  criticisms  and  points  readers  to  its  ongoing  development  in
contemporary research and theorizing organized in ten thematic sections the
book offers a portrait of sociology through its essential concepts ranging from
capitalism  identity  and  deviance  to  citizenship  the  environment  and
intersectionality it will be essential reading for all those new to sociology as well as
those seeking a reliable route map for a rapidly changing world

this  book  is  built  upon  a  series  of  critical  encounters  with  major  figures  in
classical and present day social and political thought the volume offers not only a
challenging critique of major traditions of social and political analysis but unique
insights into the ideas which anthony giddens had developed over the past two
decades

anthony giddens is widely recognized as one of the most important sociologists of
the post war period this is the first full length work to examine giddens social
theory  it  guides  the  reader  through giddens  early  attempt  to  overcome the
duality of structure and agency he saw this duality as a major failing of social
theories of modernity his attempt to resolve the problem can be regarded as the
key to the development of his brandmark structuration theory the book is the
most complete and thorough assessment of giddens work currently available it
incorporates  insights  from  many  different  perspectives  into  his  theory  of
structuration his work on the formation of cultural identities and the fate of the
nation  state  this  far  reaching  work  also  touches  on  issues  such  as  the
transformation of modern intimacy and sexuality and the fate of politics in late
modern society

anthony giddens is arguably the world s leading sociologist in this controversial
contribution to the giddens debate stjepan mestrovic takes up and criticizes the
major themes of his work particularly the concept of high modernity as opposed
to postmodernity and his attempted construction of a synthetic tradition based
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on  human  agency  and  structure  testing  giddens  theories  against  what  is
happening in the real world from genocide in africa to near secession in quebec
mestrovic discerns in the construction of synthetic traditions not the promise of
freedom held out by giddens but rather the ominous potential for new forms of
totalitarian control

anthony giddens is arguably the world s leading sociologist in this controversial
contribution to the giddens debate stjepan mestrovic takes up and criticizes the
major themes of his work particularly the concept of high modernity as opposed
to postmodernity and his attempted construction of a synthetic tradition based
on  human  agency  and  structure  testing  giddens  theories  against  what  is
happening in the real world from genocide in africa to near secession in quebec
mestrovic discerns in the construction of synthetic traditions not the promise of
freedom held out by giddens but rather the ominous potential for new forms of
totalitarian control

what is modernity do we all experience modernity in the same way how should we
understand  contemporary  social  change  this  volume  explores  questions  of
modernity  through  critical  engagements  with  the  work  of  anthony  giddens
focusing in particular on the relationships between his social theory and political
sociology  three  substantive  areas  reflexivity  environment  and  identity  are
examined  theoretically  through  the  relationships  between  reflexivity  and
rationality life politics and institutional power and universalism and difference as
well  as  specifically  addressing  giddens  reconstruction  of  sociology  the
contributors also explore a wide variety of  critical  issues currently occupying
centre stage in social  theory these include questions about the character of
contemporary  societies  the  periodisation  of  social  change  the  processes  of
change  by  which  societies  are  constantly  made  and  remade  by  people  the
relationships between the social and the natural the formation and maintenance
of  identities  and matters  of  epistemology and methodology in  social  science
theorising  modernity  will  be  of  interest  to  undergraduate  and  postgraduate
students of sociology modern political thought social geography and social policy
and to social scientists trying to make sense of the modernity debate martin o
brien is research at the university of derby sue penna is a lecturer in applied
social science at lancaster university colin hay is a lecturer in the department of
political science and international studies at the university of birmingham uk a
visiting fellow of the department of political science at the massachusetts institute
of technology us and research affiliate of the centre for european studies at
harvard university us
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